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Matthew 12: 38-42 (ESV) 

The Sign of Jonah 
38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying,  
“Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” 39But he answered  
them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no  
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For 
just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the  
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the 
judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented 
at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than  
Jonah is here. 42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judg-
ment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the 
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold,  
something greater than Solomon is here.” 
 

1. Why is it considered evil to seek a sign? 

 

 

2. Who is the queen of the south and why will she 

condemn this evil generation at the day of 

judgement? 

 

3. Why will Nineveh condemn this evil generation at 

the day of judgement? 

 

 

 

4. What is the sign of Jonah? 

 

 

5. How is this passage of scripture related to our 
“Scatter Seeds” sermon series? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
Questions and reflections for your own personal or group study. 

 
1. What is the number one thing holding you back from sharing 

Jesus with others? 

2. What would it take to overcome that obstacle? 

3. If someone asked you to share the hope that is in you, what 

would be your reply? 

4. Look up the “Romans Road to Salvation.” Would you be able 

to share, 'The problem, the solution, and the application?" 

5. REFLECT: Is there something in your life that you need to 

repent of because it is holding you back? 
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